DHS – HISTORY MILESTONES:
1872 Free and compulsory government education (primary to Gr 8, then private)
1874 Dandenong Primary School , to Grade 8

1905 Melbourne (Continuing) High Schol  First High School 
1907 

Aug. 1918 Dandenong Shire Council pays £750 for land 7½ acres @£100/acre,and £250 towards buildings. (Berwick council 100 guineas, 6 votes to 5 (Pakenham (Dore) too far, no benefit) 
10/3/1919 School begins, being 24th overall and 6th metropolitan HS to that date. a little later than intended, 4 Feb)  due to outbreak of pneumonic flu – aftermath of WW1  104 pupils enrolled. (Boys in Fire Stn, Girls Temperance Hall. Metro High Schools are, Melbourne, University, Essendon, Coburg Williamstown, Dandenong. 30th HS in state.  Fee of £6 per annum for those over 14.
21/11/1919 Foundation stone laid by Hon. W. Hutchinson, Mininster of Public Instruction.

1/11/1920 New building opened on 7 ½ acre site in Bushy Park. (Delayed due to industrial trouble)  Frontage to road and extending back by one room.  Contractor Nixon & Co 

£5129  6/3 Captain Bruce did not attend
1921 Following the planting of first of pine trees, need for ponies to be tethered in fenced-off areas. Grazing across the road in Mr Hemmings paddock available at 1/6 per week.

1922 Dandenong, Leongatha, Warragul High Schools formed "Gippsland Sports Association."

1923 Mr Sims sought permission from School Council for turnstile opp his shop.

1924   8 palms planted.   Fence to separate boys and girls, very necessary.
15/4/1924  First mtg of OPA, Langford chaired.

1927 First publication of school magazine "The Gate."
Radio hired to allow students to hear broadcast of opening of first Parliament House in Canberra. Irene Marriott said was in double rooms
1928  Show Day first selected as ‘reunion day for succeeding years, huge day at school, sports, social, continuing until 1:30 am.
1929 Ex-Student Kitty Bloomfield, first woman in Vic to obtain pilot’s licence.
1930  Further extensions, Memorial Gates, Boronia Waratah deleted.

1933  Stringency measures, fees for forms E and F, drop in enrolments by ⅓ to 202. Disbanding of OPA until 1937.
1934  Major Floods KooWeeRup – DHS provides emergency accomodation   *   Domestic Arts course introduced for girls enrolment rose to 288, but still shot of 300 needed for class A school.
1935 Ladies' Auxiliary formed.
1936  Reunion Ball Town hall 2/6 Tkt, "Sustenance" workers employed on levelling, painting and drainage.

14/4/1937 OPA re-formed under Mr Griffiths

1938 Needed extensions further deferred.

1939 ESA ball at scout hall, m’ship down, annual subs 1/-  Page 11 of the 1939 Gate is 1st time Latin is referred to. (Not a subject at inception?) Alan Peddar “whistle blower”Ladies Welfare Club formed.

1940 OPA Ball, then later disbanded due to WW2 (Woodwork classes also discontinued for time being.)
1942 House sports not held.£200 raised for war relief concert.  Usual egg appeals for hospitals  record 5000 eggs
1943.A total of  sixteen reported KIA, Staff asked for action re stench from tip. 8000 eggs. 
1944 Fund raising for Hall begins. £3000 needed locally within 5 yrs. Ex-Students hockey club formed.   11750 eggs
1945 Army Huts used for additional accommodation. “Received permissive occupancy of military hospital huts”. Relieved congestion. 16980 eggs.
1946 OPA again reformed by J L Griffiths, not well supported. £2100 already raised for hall.  (see missing p. 4 of Gate)  School in need of renovation.
1949 Needed Hall funds fwd to Dep’t  Half of 622 enrolment travelling.

1950 Senior social held in scout hall for 1st time. 21108 eggs !!
1951 ESA formed, new constitution based on Essendon’s. Ken Lee Pres, Fred Cowen Sec.beginning era of annual deb balls. Strong until 1955
1952 "Bristol" unit erected at rear of main building. Siberia moved to western boundary.
1954 Dandenong Tech and Springvale High opened.

1955 Field gun previously presented at end of WW1, transferred to Drill Hall.

1957 ESA resurgent under Ted Hook.Don Metcalfe Faber Club, picnics, sporting events, float in Pageant of Progress etc. Growing families etc led to another period of “recess through the 70s and 80s.. Surviving “hut” relocated to grounds, Construction begins Manual Arts and domestic Arts block. Dep’t asked about assembly hall!! begins. Girls school begins in umbrella factory.
1958 New 14 classroom block completed.

1960 Ann Street Sports Ground added to school area, following year through to David St.. Inter House Chorals. Big anniversary events, Booklet produced.  ESA presented musical afternoon. Doveton High opened, enrolments virtually limited to Dandenong area. 1st time.

1962 Enrolment 1100, 3rd behing Melb and Brighton..
1963 School Canteen service opens.
1964 Caretaker’s house purchased in High St

1965 New Principal, Mitchell, last formal Speech Night. (Junior & Senior Assemblies) Rev. K. Heath appointed first Chaplain.

1966 Senior students paraded through D’nong streets in support of teacher conditions.

1967 New Science Block and Woodwork Rooms completed, old part of school remodelled.

Last of the Intermediate Exams. Level 12 Committee System replaces Prefects. First Central Australia Tour
1968 Assembly Hall completed (appeal began 1944) Focal point for cultural/social occasions. ‘Principal’ instead of ‘headmaster’. Group of students, with Principal, attended mayoral reception for Lord & Lady Casey.
2/11/1979 NewGriffiths  Library and 8-Class Room Block built, Office and Staff Room redesigned Second kitchen built, the Bristol unit was moved. Two new tennis courts were built, gardens were re-designed.
23/2/1980 Over 2000 ex-students and staff attended 60th Anniversary Celebrations. 

1983 Re-locatables, Ordinary and Specialists Units added in various places.
1984 "Baby Boom" school population peaks at 1276 students.
1986 New School Council Constitution - council has policy control of School.
1989 School celebrates 70th Anniversary, providing impetus for re-establishing ESA. . Preparations for phasing in of new Victorian Certificate of Education courses.  Attendance led to renewed interest in ESA, 

20/2/1992 ESA reformed. Greta Jungwirth as president.. Now boasts database of over 3000 names, a comprehensive archive collection, regular newsletter and website.  Reintoduced school & house leaders’ badges / presentations. Special projects, Scholarships, window, reunions.
1994 75th Anniversary More than double the ESA membership.

27/8/1998 Ednda Dawson Vukmirovic Performing Arts Centre, and gymnasium. 

2009  90th anniversary

2009 – 2/2/2011 Establishment of seven new SWIS buildings on former oval to accommodate merger of two other schools, Cleeland and Doveton Secondary Colleges.
2012  Languages Centre Ann St ??

2013 Work begun in building of new Performing Arts Centre/Gym on Ann St site. And on refurbishment of the 1967 Science block.
Enrolments:
1919 - 104  
1925 - 275 
1930 - 450

1933 – 202 Introduction of fees in Forms E & F during Depression caused a



temporary drop in enrolments.

1934 – 288 Domestic Arts course introduced, enrolment up but PCWL still transferred

1935 – 275







     as under 300)
1940 - 500

1945 - 605

1950 - 750

1955 - 780

1960 - 1050

1965 – 1080 (Opening of Doveton & Lyndale H.S’s 1961. caused reduction in enrolment) 
1970 - 1008
1975 –1054   (Girls School becomes Co-Ed in 1973)
1981 - 1012

1982 - 1021

1983 – 1166

* 1934 FLOODS
In 1934 one of the severest floods ever expericnced in Gippsland occurred and hundreds of people throughout Kooweerup Swamp were forced to take to the roofs of the buildings. They were rescued by motor boat, and three train-loads of refugees were brought to Dandenong The womcn and children slept in the school classrooms for most of the following week, and the men were accommodated in the Scout Hall.
This occurred in December and portions of some of the properties were ten to twenty feet underwater. In fact, one man told me that after he went back he was riding round his property and found three sheep which had struggled on to the platform of one of his windmills which normallywas sixteen feet above the ground. They were

practically the only living creatures on his property. 
Another man had his cows in the bail just near Kooweerup and he heard an unusual noise. It was the noise of the flood waters coming across his property, in a wall about three feet high.He rushed his two sons over the railway embankment and went back [or bis wife. When he reached the house, his wife was standing on the kitchen table, her back bent against the ceiling. So quickly did the water rise that they were nearly drowned in trying to get out through the door. 
As soon as they did get out, it was only a matter of seconds until they were washed to the embankment, where they stayed for three days. before they were rescued and brought by special train to the High School.I think the reason we were able to give them our school was that the school was doing the University exams. We gave them all that wing by

the old cookery centre; we spread straw on the floor, and the Red Cross sent out blankets and food from Melbourne, and we fed them over in the Scout Hall.

