Head Master'’s
Report. 1944

GROWING ENROLMENT

NUBMITTING the school’s 28th. annnal
veport. the head master (Mrv, -J. L. Gui-
fithe) stuted:

“Last year ] reported that with a re-

eord enrolment our accommodation wis

peverely taxed, but this year our eurol-
ment rose to 833, a further increase of
mote than 80 pupils, This has led te sueh
vongestion thar it has been very difficult
to carry on the work of the school in 4 res-
sonubly satisfactory manner. Owmg to
shortuge of rooma, classes are muclh too

g tor realiy effective teaching, and our

nml:rilcu.utiun clags has had no cluss room

at all,
A further increase is. expected in 1845,

uitd we have obtained permissive oceu-

paney of the two military wards near tue
Meout Hall. ‘These are to bo altered and
{urnished, and will provide fairly adeguate
accommodation for Form I..llt is hoped
then to reserve the room wher

rary, i8 housetl .uitﬁlivaly for lrh?'ur;,- prut-
yoses, and possibly to obtain some relief
1 the matter of large classes,

ADDITIONS TO SCHODL PLANNED

Plant arg being prepared for substantia.
additions ¥ the school, and we hops 10
have Included in these, provision fur an
assembly hall large enougn to seat all the
puplls at the same tims, making provision

for additional seating mccommodation 101

use on special occastons, Fians and esth

mabes for suech a had are In course oOf

prlpnratln_li;. snd t i3 hoped that finality
- win soon, reached.

As 1 mdwated in my last report, the

proyision of wuch a hall will be only part-
iy fnanced by the Government, and the
community will be called upon to provide
» substautial portion of the cost, The
scliool hes already commenced to raise
muoney for this pupose, anc this year tue
Advisory Council® decided to devote the
School tmprovement Fund to this objoct.
During the year £F .hga been subscribed
to this fund. i i ;

CHILDREN HELPIHE THEMSELVES

At the same time, there have been var-
ious school efforts to raise money tor the
same purpose, notably the school play
and convert, which were most successiu,
both as regards the amount of money
raised, and as cutstanding entertainments,
Money has also been raised by means of
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Money has aleo been raised by means of
stalls, ete. Miss Fallow’s Baliet Club
contributed the préceeds of one of thew
performences to the Hall Fund, and this
ghgmented the total by £63/15/6. The

yool ig deeply indebted to Miss Fullow
for this very valuable help. ‘iLhe total
amount ratwed during the year, includimg
the lmprovement Fund, amounta to £4845,
an  outstanding effiort, and the siucore
thanks gf all interestad in the school are
due to tiivse who did so much to achieve
thiz very fing result. i

When the amount of our commftmeut
iy definitely kuown, a wider appeal wiil be
mate to the eommunity, and 4 8m certain
that the worthiness of the object will
eusure au etithustastic response,

Congiderablo ehanges have been made
thin year by the University with respeet
to the Intermediate, Leaving Certificate
and triculation examipations. It was
huped that these would reshlt in more
clasticity and frecdom” in achool courses.
The cwrriealum,
lvaded; ax the demand made by the Uni-
vernity faculties for prevequisites at the
Leaving Certificat: stage ud reguivemnents
for entry to varipusy University couvses
makes 1c diffienit tor any  substunt.a
chunge to be mude in the curticulum ot
evenn the lower forms. Pupils in the

lower school do not, and in general, should |

nwt br expected to kunow then luter
pcliolastic requirements, and their abilitien
nt this stage are not at all clearly deter-
mined. 1 feel that little can be done to
change this atate of affairs until pupils
intending to do Leaving Certificate by-
pass the Intermediate Certificate examin-
ation, and s
tificate stage in wundertak-
ing & course of stu
seven (7) subjects to the Leaving Certin-
cate standard,

Tlis yesr a course was proviced fov
pupils who definitely have no prospect
wh proceeding to Matriculation, and who

ave difficulty in coping with languages

her than English. In hen of such lin-
uages an  approved craft in  provided,
and also only e limited course of mathe-

however, remais over-|

nd two years following the|
including probably |

mativs, and 8 number of pupils taking this
conrse have shown very satsfactory pmo-
" grens,

There is a terdency to taks advantage
of the abuormally. high wages now off ring
fir even untrained and comiparatively un-
eduvated boys and gitls, and too mauy
pupilee ve rFoh t. without conpleting
the course for whith they entered, not
renlining that rducatidll meéans mueh more
than prepavition for ‘obtdinine positions.

L
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that DEaparRbEn Tar ettt Totltione. ] pion House in Athletics was presented to

than preparation for ‘obtaining positions,
In 1043, B4 pupi

mediate (hr ifiea

in four or More

Staudard,

CRRE TR OO e o i g

In spite of the very great ditfivalty ex-
perienceld in obtaining boboks, a substuan-
tinl amount has ugu}h bren spent on the
library, The (fovernment subsdised pui-
chuses on o £1 for £1 basis up to £25,
anel this wae of considerable nssistance,
though because of the whortuge of aves,
uble books we were unnble to take tull
advantage of the subsuly.

In addition to the money valsed for the
Hall Fund, the school forwarded £100 to
Jthu Fducation Department’s War Relief
Fuud..

Nine humired and seventy-nine dezem

were sent to various hospitals, this
tutnl beatitig our previous record by 3
111?1' cent..

Tl House sports were again well pate
vonisec; by parents awd friends, and once
more the afternoon €a nrrangements wereg
most unselfighly and capably undertaken
by the members of the Ladies” Weilfare
Llub,

OLD PUPILE SERVING THEIR
COUNTRY 2

The number of old puplls In the varioys
branches of our Forces Is now more than
260. Of these & are prisoners of war,
4 are missing, and I2 have lost their lives.
To their relatives we exiend our sincere
sympathy.

TEACHERS LEAVING

Miss Egorton and Mr, Joones, whose
work over a period of yedrs iy so well and
fuvorably know, are leaving us to obtain
well mepital promotion, Aiga Fgerton
iM going to Arvarat High School, and Mr.
Jones to Dimboola High Bchool.  Our best
wishes go with them. Mr. Bmth, who bax
been in charge of our examination mathe-
imntics, is bemy transferred to Northeote
High School.

1444 has been a very difficult year, and
[ cannot speak too highly of the manner
in which members of the staff huve varried
out their duties, and of their active co-
operation in all efforts to advanee the -
tevestss of the school. T also wmwh to
thank members of the Advisory Couneil
'for their interest and help.” (Applause).

The ‘ANA. Cup. awarded to the Cham-
pion House in Athletics was presented to
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the eaptuing of Ovchid House, and Shivley
Lewis aml Bob Wills, editors of “The
Gate,” were presented with bowml coples!
of the magnzine.

Meusta, J, W. McAfee and F, 8. Ward
roposeil A vote of thanks to Professor
Trikojus for coming out and presenting the
certificates. ' :

In his reply, Professor  Trikojus seid
that there was no doubt we needed more
adneation—n broader education ag well as
the specialised education proviced at the
university. A blending of the methods
of mature experence and youthinl impet—l
uority was needed, There must be co-
operation between these two sections,

Mature  experience must be  pre-
pareddl to  rveahse there are  new
methods, Now and in  the post-
war period there will need to bg an in-

erensing realisation of one’s social obliga-
tions., He would like to see an extension
of handeraft in education and they must
fostor a community apirit—a good example
. which waa the establishment of com-
munity forewts by certain towns, Anstralia
wanted more statesmanship and less poh-
ties,

His closing wish was that in the New
Year. they wonld have victory and also
see the dnwn of a new ers, in which man,
with tolerance aml goo! example, would
be re-awakened to n kvener sense of hisl
gocinl vesponmsibilities sc that the world
might progress in the true sense of that
word.
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