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Growing Enrolment Makes Early
Extensions At Dandenong Hig

School Essential o e
621 Pupils This Year —More Next Year

DEPUTATION TO GO TO MINISTER OF EDUCATION

WITH AN ENROLMENT of 621 for 1948 and prospects of an in¢rease
next year, accommodation at the Dandenong High School is sorely taxed
~s50 much so that a deputation is to go to the Minister for Public
Instruclion to urge an early start on the extensions already planned
sometime ago.

The School itself is within £110 of its £3,000 objective—the amount
u{mi]tu contribution to ensure the inclusion of a new school hall in the
plans.

The Dandenong Town Hall was all too small to thold the large
crowd which attended the School’s thirtieth annual Speech Night and
presentation of Honor Certificates on Tuesday night of last week,

The Honor Certificates were presented by Professor I. R. Maxwell
who had a congratulatory hand-shake and a word of commendation and
encouragement for each of the proud recipientis. Applause for each of
the successful scholars intensified when particularly brilliant records
were read out. Some of the pupils obtained Honors in as many as nine
subjects—a record reflecting credit to themselves and their teachers,

Applause greeted Mr. F. A. Singleton’s announcemeni thai Dande-
nong High School had been raised in status to a Special First-class
School, and that Mr. J. L. Griffiths, the present popular principal,
would continue as headmaster,

M[}RE TD EDUCATIDN TH&N mET vice T unE COMDINUILLY I WILUIL we
SOMETHING WITH WHICH To V&%
EARN A LIVING After the presenfation of the Honor
Certificates the AN.A. Cup was pre-
Welcoming Professor sented to the captains of Orchid
Maxwell, parents and House, winners of this year's atheltic
pupils, Mr. F. A. Single- title, ; :
ton, J.P., Chairman of There were specially bound coples
the Advisory Council of “The Gate” the School magazine,
said he would like to im- for the joint editors, Dorothy Wilson
press upon the people the and D. McDonald.
the wonderful facilities Responding to a vote of thanks pro-
for education that the ppsed by Mossrs, A. H. Murden and
Dandenong High School Brad Tharle, Professor Maxwell de-
provided. Education was clared himself as greatly impressed by
not merely to be regard- the large gathering and by the extra-
ed as something with grdinary array of talent that he had
which to make a living, but also some= just been rewarding with Honor Cer-
thing that would enable us to make a tificates. He offered his congratu-
worthwhile contribution and give ser-jations to the scholars, and the staff on

vice to the community in which We the year's fine results. For some, he
lived. eatd  thie wrme the and of o esahanl
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the year's tine resuits. Ior Some, ne
said, this was the end of a school
year; for others the thresheld of a
new existence. He could not help
feeling that children to-day received a
much more complete education than
in his days. A lot of the subjects which
pupils now thought aory snd un-
interesting would be of great wvalue
later on. There was hardly anybody
who didn’'t look back on their school-
dayvs without regretting that they did
not make greater use of the oppor-
tunities provided for learning. Stress-
ing the value of good reading, and of
the classics, the Professor sald that
books enabled you to get inside a some-
what different kind of person. He
regretted, too, that to the average per-
son’s education had developed into
something almost wholly utilitarian—
something with which to earn a liv-
ing.

To live better and more fully was
the root aim of edueation. (Applause).

After the interval the pupils showed
their talents in another direction, pre-
senting a grand entertainment, with
choral singing, a one-act play and
physical eculture as the chief in-
gredients.

The characters in the amusing
“Murder At The Bugginses” were
cleverly portrayed by Beverley Closge,
Pat. Egan, Edith Barratt, Wilma Monk,
Beverley Marshall, Jean Robinzson,
%eth Tonks, Elaine Berry and EKath.

yre.

HEADMASTER'S ANNUAL REPORT
SHOWS PROGRESS MADE

“T have })leasure in prezenting the

30th Annual Report of the Dandenong

EItIEh School,” stated Mr. J. L. Grif-
8.

OUR ENROLMENT — 621 pupils—
shows an increase over that of last
year, and it appears that a further in-
crease next year is probable. The
accommodation is already severely
taxed, but it is unlikely that the pro-
posed additions to the School will be
commenced for some time. The School
Advisory Counell intends to take the
matter of the inadequacy of the pre-
sent accommodation together with the
urgent need for the provision of cafe-
terin, pymnasia and other necessities
by deputation to the Minister of Pub-
lic Instruction at an early date.

BREPAIRS and DECORATION men-

tinned in mv last rennrt have heen
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AACAIND A0 LAEUOUMAT L LUNN INEIL-
tioned in my last report have been
completed with great advantage to
the appearance of the School, both in-
ternally and externally,

LAST YEAR I reported that our Hall
Pund was £509 shert of the objective
—E3.000—and I expressed the hope that
the Pund would be completed this
year. We still need £110, but as the
amount invested will very soon make
up the deficit the School Improvement
Fund will in future be used for its
normsal purpose, namely, providing de-
sired improvements at the School. The
School has done well in raising nearly
£2900 in 3% years.

IT IS HOPED to expend a consider-
able sum on the llbrary next year. We
have been hampered by the difficulty
of obtaining suitable and suitably
bound books, but these are gradually
becoming more readily available, and
an endeavor will be made to inecrease
the Fart played by the library in the
development of the School curriculum,
and to train the pupils in the use of
a wide range of text and reference
books instead of relying largely on
information imparted in class lessons.

IN AUGUST two very sueccessful
performances of “Quality Street” were
glven in the Town Hall by the Dra-
matic Club, the play being produced
by Mr. Alexander. It is hoped to con- |
Eilmte and develop the work of this

1o.

The TENNIS COURTS are still in-
complete, but following a good re-
sponse to our appeal for Secondhand
bricks, we now have sufficient mate-
rigl for the completion of the work
and hope to have the courts ready for
use early next vear,

The OVAL is to be ploughed, harrow-
ed, and re-sown, and should be ready
for use by the beginning of the foot-
ball season,

IN 1947 71 pupils gained the Inter-
mediate Certificate, while in addition,
12 passed In four or more subjects. 33
pupils gained the Leaving Certificate,
while 15 pupils qualified for matricu-
lation, obtaining six first-class and 12
second-class honors. One Senior
Scholarship was gained.

In CDIH_EIPETITI\TE SPORT we won
premierships in Boys' Senior Cricket,
and in Girls' Senior and Junior Hockey.,
We were equal first in Senior Basket-
ball, the first in Junior Basketball,
and in Rounders. In the combined

SO THwleiAam  Trtar_srhAal Owaanes

o
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and m Hounders. In the combined
“C" Division Inter-school Sports, the
boys came second, the girls first, and
thﬁ School was second in the aggre-
gate.

FOR THE FIRST TIME in the his-
tory of the School, bad weather com-
pelled cancellation of the House
%Dc-rta, which were held on a School

ay.

. THE SCHOOL has again been ac-
tively interested in Soecial Service. In
additlon to the usual provision of gar-
ments for the Woollies for Britain Ap-
peal by the Social Service Club, and
a large number of eggs for various
hospitals, more than £50 was con-

tributed to the appeal for the Child-
ren of Europe.

EARLY IN NOVEMBER the School
was saddened by the death of Miss A.
E. Doherty, who had rendered con-
spicuous service to the School, especi-
ally as teacher in charge of musie,
and as Bports Mistress. Miss Do-
herty's infectious cheerfulness as well
as her teaching skill are being, and
will be very greatly missed. The ex-
cellence of her work in producing Gil-
bert and Sullivan operas for some years
at the Annual School Entertainment
will long be remembered,

I WOULD AGAIN urge on parents
the necessity of encouraging their
children to avail themselves to the
tull of the educational opportunities
offered to them at little or no cost.
All pupils enrolling should repard the

School Leaving Certificates as their
minimum leaving qualification, and it -
many parents

is disquieting to find
being tempted by the monetary in-

ducements offered to boys and gicls

willing to take up comparatively un-
skilled employment in what will prove
to be dead-end occupations without
taking into account theilr children's
capabilities, and to estimate the value
of what the School has to offer en-
tirely in terms of more or less im-
mediate wage-earning capacity.
EXCURSIONS have been {freely
used to supplement the academie in-
struction given, Parties of pupils have
visited Parliament House, and were
conducted over the House by Mr. Daw-
nay-Mould, and after listening to de-
bates were enteriained by the Mem-
ber for Dandenong, who is awarding
trophies for the best essays on the
visit, Visits were also made to Police
Headquarters at Russell St., where
pupils were given an insizht into the

National Library of Australia

 again triumphed over difficulties

Dandenong Journal (Vic. : 1927 - 1954), Wednesday 22 December 1948, page 6 (3)

LA UAL LTI i LWLSSCLL Ok, willere
pupils were given an insight into the
highly technical nature of modern
crime detection, especially the work-
ing of the wireless branch D24. A
large number of pupils also attended
A.B.C. Orchestral Concerts at the Mel-
bourne Town Hall, The School entered
a Senior Girl's Choir and a Junior
Bays' Choir in the Victorian Secondary
Schools’ Music Festival at the Mel-
bourne Town Hall in August.

WE ARE ACGAIN losing valued
members of staff, Miss Mahoney and
Mr. Sinclair are receiving well-earned
promotions. Miss Mahoney is to go
to Lilydale Higher Elementary School
and Mr. Sinelailr to Warragul High
School. Both have rendered outstand-
ing service to the School for a num-
ber of years, and our good wishes go
with them.

SHORTAGE OF STAFFING has
again made the year a difficult one.
Where it has been possible to keep
classes small the beneficial effect on
the work has been most marked, and
i look forward to the time when rea-
sonably small classes will be the rule
rather than the exception.

THE CO-OPERATION AND PRO-
FESSIONAL =kill of the Stafl ha.tt:g
compete another successful year.

I AGAIN wish to thank members of

the Advisory Council for their help
terest.
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