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Dandenong High School’s Record Enrolment
Of 793 Meante=

Admission Restricted For First Time
In 34 Years

THE BCHOOL SPORTS
on tine aftcrnoon of Wednesday, Ocd
tober 4th, znd the InlerHouse Comy
peiitton was won by Wattle House, |

URGENT NEED FOR MORE TEMPORARY CLASSROOMS

AN HONORS' LIST of 300 namvus

High School's splendid schelastic re ord during the

was o feature of the Dandenong
past year.

Last year the school had an all-time record enrolment of 783 athd

for the

ret time since it was established 34 vears ago, admissions had

to be restricted because of lack of 3 commodation.

At the climax to another smcee:sful year of achlevements in both
the scholastie and sperting spheres— last Monday night's annual Speech
Night—the headmaster (Mr. J. L. Griffiths, B.A, Dip. Ed.) opened the

school's 32nd annual report thus:

OUR ENROLMENT greatly increased
thiz year, reaching a total of 793, al-
most 140 more than last year's record
earelment. It has, for the first time
in the Bchool’s histery, been necessary
io restrict admissions, and unless pre-
fabricated rooms are constructed be-
fore the beginning of the next school
¥ear, a considerable number of exit
pupils from the primacy schools which
normally supply the High School will
have to be excluded. ;

It appears unlikely that the additions
planned will be commenced in

the mear future, and the urgency of
ihe position is likely to be agpravated
each suoo ng year. Although the
£3,000 which was reguired frem the
Sdhool towards the cost of an Assembly
Hall has been in hand for nearly two
ears the provision of ae Hall appears

be as far removed as ever.

DURING THE YEAR & considerable
camoun! of money has been spent on
various School requirements. More
than E250 has been spent on the Lib-
rary; nearly £500 on the Grounds, a
‘cello for the orchestra cost £17/10/-;
while another piano was obtained for

£140, £100 of this I;:n«e:m%| provided by

the Ladles’® Welfare Clu

THE APPEATL for the Improvement
Fund has this year realised nearly
£200 while two very successful con-
certs given In the Town Hall in Aug-
ust provided £134 for School Funds,

THE SCHOOL TENNIS COUR are
extensively used, and the OV is
now in excellent order.

IN 1949, 83 PUPILS gained the In.
termedlate Certlficate, while in addi-
tiom 16 passed in four or more sub-
jects,  Thirty-four pupils gained the
Leaying Certificate, while five pupils
qualified for matriculation,

THIS YEAR, for the first time, and
due to the enthusipzin and untiring
efforts of I"_glss .F}ufe‘__g.nl:i.__m.
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efforts of Miss Rofe and Mr. Me-
Cubbin an Orchestra has been estab-
lished and is making rapid progress,
It is hoped to acguire further in-
struments, and to make the orchestra
an inereasingly important factor in
the development of usic at the School.

IN COMPETITIVE &PORT, our
irls won the premiership in Senior
asketball, our Senlor Hockey team
was ejual first with Frankston, the
Seconds winning first giace. The boys
were ual first in Senlor Foolball,
while the Seconds gained first place
in their competition. No compeiitive
summer sports were held on account
of the pollomyelitls epldemie. This
year it seemed as thoush, on account
of the rail strike, there would be no
Combined Sports. However, the “G"
Section Schools held their combined
meeting on the Dandenong High
School Oval on Thursday, Movember
ind. The event was an outstanding
success, more than 2,000 pupils attend-
ing. DANDENONG was particularly
suceessful, both boys and girls gain-
ing first place. We, therefore, won
the aggregate.

The innovation was coriginated by
Mr. Barnes, our Sports Master, to
whom mosk of the success of the meet-
lHng was due. It was excellently organ-
ised, and the functioh was a memor-
able one,

THE SCHOOL SPORTS were held
on the aftcinoon of Wednesday, Oc-
tober 4th, and the Inter{House Com~
peiliion was won by Wattle House,

SBOCIAL SERVICE, — The School,
has this year, considerable increased
its contributions to Socia]l Service,
Woollies, Toys and Frult to the value
of nearly £33 were sent to the Dan-
denong Nursery School, £9 worth to
the Legacy Club; while goods (chiefly
ezes gnd fruit) to the value of £140
were sent to the Menzies Boys' Home.
Far tha TTnited Natinng'® anneanl foar
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were helq




Were STHL L0 e MeISIES DOYSE UTRE,

For the United Nations' Agpea.l for
Children £62 was raised, and £23 for
the Women's Hospltal Appeal; while
eggs to the value of £280 were sent to
various hospitals, making a total of
£365 for the year,

CHILDREN TAHEN AWAY
TOOD EARLY |

I HAVE FREQUENTLY DEPLOBED
the tendency of parents to remove thelr
children from school before completing
the course they undertook to allow
them to finish when enrolling them.
Unlortunately this tendency is even
more marke now that considerable
monetary Inducements are offered ta
boys and glris to enter comparatively |
unskilled employment. Many upils
who are well equipped for completing
F, n% course to the School Leaving Cer-
tiffeate are thus deprived of a valuable
zeneral education, and leave school ill-
?ﬁumﬂeﬂ for the complexities of later

e,

TWO EXPERIENCED AND SKIL-
FUL TEACHERS are leaving us. Miss
(Smith is to become Head Mistress of
Richmond Giris' School, while Miss
School, while Miss O'Keefe is receiv-
jing promotion as Senior Mistress of
Warracknabeal High School. Both
have piven very e service to the
School, We wish them success in thelr
new positions.

The Schanl has been very adequately
stalfed during the wvear, but teachers’
afforts have been hampered by the size
of a number of classes, which makes it
‘mpossible to pive the individual at-
tention to pupils' needs that they wish
to give.

In spite of this the year has been a
very successful one; and I wish to ex-
press my appreciation of the profes-
sional skill and devotion to duty of a
most competent and well qualified staff.

Since early in October we have been
without the services of Mrs. Nicholson,
whn 18 in charge of the Girls" Physical
Training. She suffered severe injuries
when her horse fell on her. I am very
nleased to be able to say that Mrs.
Nicholson, who is with us tonight, has
fully recoverd, and I believe that she
will resume her normal duoties when
sehool re-opens.

The membeérs of the Advisory Council |
have given thelr customary support in
all matters rtninlnfa to the welfare
of the School.” (Applause), I

Mr, F. A. Singleton, J.P, who pre-| .

sided, in welcoming the huge crowd
present, sald that Dandenong was for-
tunate in having a Hlgh School, a
head master and staff that were all
that could be desired. Educatlon, he
reminded the scholars, was not just s
means to a living, but should be a
stepping stoneg to good citizenship,
Those who were leaving this year
should po out determined to do thelr
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| they would find it was not so easy
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should go out determined to do thelr
best to become fine citlzens, As they
went out into life they should not for-
et thelr school, but should endeavor

honor it and to honor soclety.

after Mr. Griffiths had submitted his
annual report Dr, Aughterson pre-
sented the Honor Certificates, there
being special rounds of applause for
those pupils who took the greatest
number of subjects,

Rosemary Ellett and Gorden Young
were given an enthusinstie reception as
they advanced to m:ueil:t the ANA,
Cup on behalf of “Watile"”, the cham-
Ei::ig house of the year on the sporting

eld.

Specially bound ecopies of the School
mazazine, “"The Gate", were presented|
to its voune editors, Judith Russell and
Ian Thomas, %

Cr. Gen Hae moved a vote of thanks!
to Dr. Aughterson for so graciously and
pleasantly presenting the certificates,
al the same time paving a compliment
to the headmaster and staff on having
50 many pupils obtain honors. His re-
marks and the vote were seconded by
Mr. J. W. McAfee,

WHAT SORT OF A PERSON ARE
YOU GOING TO BE?

Preferring to call his remarks a
“rambllng discourse” rather than an
nddress, Dr. Aughterson sald that
many of his listeners were about to
legve school, and many of them would
soon be declding what sort of cccupa-
Hlon thev were goine into. “T wonder
how many of you have decided what
sort of person you are golng to be?”, he
asked. "“The answer to that question is
important, because on the sort cf per-
501 you are going to be, depends'what
this countrv of ours is gpoing to be in
the wvery difficult future”

! _Quoting from the poem, "Is This The
Kind of Person You Are Going To Be?"
Dr. Auzhterson stressed that th
should strive not to be “too oceupie
with making a living to live: toa hur-
ried and worried, to see, and smell and
touch,” He hoped every one of them
would find a job they liked: a Job In
which they would be useful to thelr
country, but not one in which they
wowld become s0 absorbed that they
wouldn't enjoy living, Let them not
Decome persons  without opinions of
. their own—so pliable that they could
, he nsed by unscrupulous persons, or
. have their minds moulded for theth by
newspapers and others who would want
' to do their thinking for them. They
. might say to themselves that they wera

b eolng to enjoy life and at the same

time be useful to thelr ecountry. But
as all that. Prom this moment they
had to make the decision when to be
pliable and when not to be. so0 that

ney would become something better,

and happy and good cltizens.
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and happy and good oitizens,
RECIPE FOR LIVING

Ty help them achisve thls, Dr. Augh-
terson recommended: (1) That they
cultivate the habit of reading, but that
they not become just newspaper read-
s, When they read newspapers, let
them do so selectively and critically.
Good reading would help make them
the sort of a citizen that was wanted
in a good demorracy., {(2) Listen to
2a0d music, (3) Go to good pictures.
Don't just go to any picture. e seléc-
tive and choose the good pletures—it
helps to cultivate your taste, (4) De-
velop a hobby,

HAPPINESS ELUSIVE IF CHASED

“If vou merely chase happiness you
will never find it Dr. Aughterson
warned, ‘“Happiness comes as B 50rt
af by-product. We achieve it without
knowlng It. The best way to be happy
is to be useful to others, "We have
eached a time in our history when we
must be useful. These are difficuf®
iays and evervone will be called on to
lo what they can for their country. We
‘an help by being tolerant in g big
vay, But there are some things we
nust not tolerate, such as evil, un =
ness and Infustice to others"

Let them not be too rea.l:lg to mis-
judge New Australians, e added.
They had invited these people out
here because tney wanted their h
to hold this country, They had mu
tg give us and we had much to give
them. But Jet us not make the mistake
of thinking the kindnesses and glving
were all on the one side.

“This Is the challenge”, concluded
Dr. Aughterson—

“We are in a very fortunaie conm-
try — make yourself worthy of yowr
good forione” (Applaunse). =

The second half of the programme
was given over to a concert in which
the pupils displayed their talents In
the musical sphere. The school orch-
estra excelled and the choral numbersg
cand Individual fitems were of 8 re-
| markably high standard.
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