DHS EX-STUDENTS’ ASS’N – AGM 2019 – SUMMARY OF MAIN ITEMS

PRESIDENT’s ADDRESS: 

Greta  spoke briefly about what she saw as the main items of interest for the year, and these can be summarised as follows:

Reunions: The Classes of 1968 and 1998, each held successful events, the former at the School, and the latter off-campus.  

Archive Room: Specially crafted timber storage cabinets were installed along two walls, presenting a very pleasing aspect, and an important step towards realising the goal of creating a small functional museum. All present took the opportunity offered to go upstairs after the meeting to see the progress for themselves.

Publications: During the year Greta attended the launch of  “A Secondary Education for All’? A History of State Secondary Schooling in Victoria. By John Andrews & Deborah. DHS had been selected as one of 16 especially featured schools.

Office Equipment: An overhead scanner was purchased, which is hoped will be put to increasing use in the digitisation of many irreplaceable records and objects.
Involvement in School Assemblies: The Association was actively represented at both the Badges and Anzac Assemblies. Against the backdrop of our Centenary, the theme for the Badges event was Student leadership, and historic material was drawn upon to illustrate the fact that this had been a hallmark of the school since its inception, with Prefects and House and Form Captains, through to today’s SRC, School and House Captains.  As usual Greta contributed to the Anzac Assembles, including mention of Ex-Student and the first Australian casualty from World War 2, Pilot Officer, Frederick Bishop. Greta  put forward the  suggestion that a memorial tree be planted in his honour.

Building Program: The Griffiths Library building has been totally renovated, and is known as the Learning Resource Centre. School Anniversaries:  Greta explained that organising of the various events for the year is being led by the School Council, with both her and Don attending periodic meetings of a sub-committee chaired by an Associate Principal.   Firm details of the main reunion event are still to be clarified.  The archive collection is proving an invaluable resource to the Principal and other teaching staff, as a resource for events such as the Badges Assemblies and Library displays.  The 10th anniversary of the merging of the three schools is to be marked with a special ceremony in Term 2.  This will incorporate the repositioning of the Sun Dial, currently located at the entrance to the former Girls School.

Funding Appeal: We have been greatly encouraged by the results of a general mail-out to all on our database; seeking financial support, to meet anticipated expenses for upcoming reunion events. 
Senior Students’ Excursion: The Principal and senior staff continue with what is becoming a traditional trip with the student leadership group to Canberra, to visit major public institutions.
In closing, Greta commented that the position of School Liaison Officer is yet to be filled, with the Principal to provide information shortly. She also drew attention to the recent passing of much-esteemed teacher and Dandenong identity, Marion Trigg.
HISTORIAN: 
Greta referred to the items concerning the new furnishings and special displays for reunions and assemblies, as noted above, with thanks to all who have assisted with this important work.
EDITOR:
Don commented on the joy and satisfaction he receives from producing the Newsletter, and emphasised the crucial role we all have in providing him with suggestions and prepared material. On the subject of news, he reminded us of the need to support the Historical Society’s mid-year luncheon, on 15 June, at which past Principal, Martin Culkin, will be the Guest Speaker. In keeping with the Society’s ‘DHS theme’, in this Centenary year, EDVMS Panelist, Stana Sargood, had been a recent speaker on the subject of the former Dandenong Festival of Music & Art. The Association’s AGM speaker from last year, A/Professor, Robert Griffiths, is to have a similar role at the Society’s August meeting

WEBSITE/EX-STUDENT LIAISON:
Gary commented that photos and Guest Book entries are slowly being added, as have news items regarding reunions, as well as the forthcoming centenary. He also read excerpts from an email he had received from an ex-student living in the UK, as an example of what he receives over the year from interstate and abroad, many expressing their thanks for having such a link back to their old school.

MEMBERSHIP:  
Penny’s report indicated that the database now contains a wider range of detail, such as years at school, contact details, plus  many others that assist future research requests. However, the information relies on constant updates from the membership to be relevant, and she asks us all to keep her informed of any changes.  Current details, as at the end of 2018 are: Total Database: 3276; Financial Members: 217; Seniors: 62; Life Members: 4

GUEST SPEAKER: (Former 2009 School Captain) Mr Jackson Taylor, MLA (Member for Bayswater) 
Jackson began by thanking the Ex-Students association for the opportunity, reminding himself that this was the room in which he had English classes with Mr Reeves. He recalls, with amusement, that he was one of the more exuberant members of the class. He was born in Dandenong, where he attended the Dandenong Primary School, before commencing at DHS in 2005.  From his early shyness in the first weeks, (he says he was a “nerd”)  he quickly absorbed, what to him, was a very caring and supportive culture, especially among various members of staff.  His home life was extremely difficult, and his time at school began to provide a welcome outlet for expressing himself, in fact, in a very real way, an escape, from the tumult he had to go home to.

His time at DHS transformed him to the point that he was elected School Captain in his final year, and on obtaining his VCE, he set his sights on obtaining a Law Degree.  He enrolled at Monash, and although progressing satisfactorily, after 6 months he elected to pursue his real passion, by joining the Police Force.  After a few short years, while progressing through various roles, including the Prosecutions Branch, he decided to seek election as a Councillor at the Knox City Council, and was duly elected in October 2016.

Two short years later, after just becoming Deputy Mayor, he was approached to become a Labor candidate for the State Election, in the seat of Bayswater. Following a 5% swing towards him, Jackson was elected on 24 November, 2018, wresting the seat from the previous incumbent, who had held it for the previous twelve years. 

Jackson’s motivation to seek public office at such a young age can best be expressed by summarising a few key comments (including references to both Dandenong Primary and “Dandy High”) from his Maiden Speech to the Legislative Assembly on 30 January 2019: These included: a strong sense of the “fair go”, irrespective of social or ethnic backgrounds, aided by his belief in robust health and education systems, with particular emphasis on mental health issues.
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